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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Down South Before the War, Vol. 2 Some servants
were loaned by way of friendly accommodation, many were rented or leased at a rate of from $50 to $200 a
year. One woman was crying because it had fallen to her lot to serve a mistress whom she feared. If I could only
please her, sobbed the poor girl, I wouldn t care; but she won t like me, she won t like me. The greater number
of the slaves seemed stupid and indiHerent to their fate. The natural cheerfulness of the race was exhibited in
sharp contrast with the melancholy background which their condition as bond-people aHorded. At a street
corner a hilarious group of Sambos and Cuffeys laughed and danced to the lively thrum of a banjo, played by a
grinning minstrel black as ebony. A comical old fellow wearing the picturesque ruin of a silk hat on his gray,
wooly pate, limped about with grotesque antics, informing everybody that he was a spoilt darkey, and that he
would be of no use to anybody who might hire him. In the yard of the Court House - temple of blind justice, - a
black man was put up at noon-day on the auction block, and was sold to the highest bidder. The crier
announced the name and age of the human vendible standing there for public inspection, and vouched that
Jack was sound in all respects. Perhaps it was mere curiosity, perhaps some irresistible impulse of the
abolitionist blood of my father crying in my veins Man is man, no man is more, that impelled me to walk up to
the block, and...
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